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Chapter 4:

Article VII
VOTING

4.7.1 Voting Rights of Grange Members or Del-
egates - Each member or Delegate shall have one
vote on each question or matter. All questions and
business at every meeting of a Grange, Executive
Committee or Special or Standing Committee at
which a quorum is present, shall be determined by
a majority vote of members or Delegates present
and voting at such meeting unless a different vote
on any specifc matter is required by state or feder-
al law; or the Constitution of the Order and the Ar-
ticles of Incorporation, By-Laws and Grange Laws
as adopted by the National Grange or By-Laws and
Grange Laws of various Granges of the divisions
of the Order.

4.7.2 Proxy Voting shall never be in order by any of
the Granges in the various divisions of the Order.

4.7.3 Voting Rights of Master - In Junior, Subordi-
nate or Pomona Granges the Master may vote as oth-
er members when a vote is taken by ballot or when
there is a request for a yea and nay roll call vote.

The Master of a State Grange has no vote except in
case of a tie vote, unless said Master is also a vot-
ing delegate to the State Grange

The Master of the National Grange has no vote,
except in the case of a tie vote, unless said Master
is also a voting delegate of a State Grange.

4.7.4 Voting Rights of Members of the Assembly
of Demeter - Only those members of the Assem-
bly of Demeter who are offcers of the Assembly,
Past Masters of State Granges and their spouses,
and the voting members of the National Grange
who have received the Degree of Ceres are en-
titled to vote.

4.7.5 Voting in Elections - In all elections the vot-

ing must be done by ballot, and a majority of all the
ballots cast shall decide the election.
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By-Laws
Article VIII

FUNDS

4.8.1 Application Fees for Memberships - The
various Granges of the divisions of the Order may
assess application fees in addition to the minimum
fees from time to time as necessary to fund their
activities. The application fees provided for below
must be paid in full before the conferral of the vari-
ous degrees of the Order:

(A) Junior Granges - The minimum application fee
for active and honorary membership in a Junior
Grange shall be one dollar ($1.00).

(B) Subordinate Granges - The minimum applica-
tion fee for membership in a Subordinate Grange
shall be three dollars ($3.00) for individual and
six dollars ($6.00) for a family, except that a State
Grange may reduce the fee for Junior Grange
members who are graduating into a Subordinate
Grange, which shall be paid to the said Subordi-
nate Grange.

(C) Pomona Granges - The minimum application
fee for membership in a Pomona Grange shall be
one dollar ($1.00) which shall be paid as provided
for in the By-Laws of the State Grange having ju-
risdiction.

(D) State Granges - The minimum application fee for
membership in a State Grange shall be fve dollars
($5.00) of which two dollars and Ffty cents ($2.50)
shall be paid to the National Grange and two dollars
and ffty cents ($2.50) shall be paid to the said State
Grange. At the option of a State Grange, additional
application fees may be assessed, which additional
fees shall be paid to the said State Grange. The
minimum application fee for Associate Member-
ship in the Subordinate Grange shall be fve dollars
($5.00), except that no additional application fee
shall be assessed for an Associate Member becom-
ing an Initiated Member.

(E) National Grange - The application fee for mem-
bership in the National Grange shall be twenty dol-
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Chapter 5
CODE OF THE JUNIOR GRANGE

ORGANIZATION

5.1.1 The Master of a State Grange or a Grange
member delegated by said Master may organize
Junior Granges within the jurisdiction of each State
Grange. State Granges may adopt regulations as
to organizational procedures, provided such regu-
lations conform to the Constitution of the Order,
the Articles of Incorporation, By-Laws and Grange
Laws as adopted by the National Grange.

5.1.2 Each Junior Grange shall be organized and
meet under the authority of, as part of, and with-
in the jurisdiction of its sponsoring Grange. The
sponsoring Grange shall provide a suitable meet-
ing place and the necessary equipment for a begin-
ning Grange.

5.1.3 Children over fve years and under fourteen
years of age are eligible to join a Junior Grange.
(See also 4.6.1(E))

5.1.4 A Junior Grange may be organized with not
less than thirteen members, of whom there shall be
not less than four of either sex; except that the State
Grange Master may, under unusual circumstances,
authorize the organization of a Junior Grange with
not less than seven members of whom there shall
not be less than two of either sex.

5.1.5 A Junior Grange shall take the same name
as the sponsoring Subordinate, Pomona or State
Grange and shall be numbered consecutively in
each State. Should a Subordinate, Pomona or State
Grange sponsor more than one Junior Grange, the
Grange shall choose an appropriate name for the
additional sponsored Junior Grange(s).

5.1.6 A Junior Grange may be reorganized by the
Master of a State Grange, or by someone delegated
by such Master, when less than thirteen of the cur-
rent members desire to do so, by admitting those
eligible to become members residing within the ju-
risdiction of the sponsoring Grange.
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5.1.7 When a Junior Grange is reorganized, the or-
ganizing offcer will forward to the Secretary of the
State Grange a special Junior reorganization blank,
completely flled out. If the Secretary of State
Grange fnds that the Junior Grange has been legal-
ly inactive, the Secretary will notify the Secretary
of the National Grange on a special form provided
for this purpose. No fee need accompany a reorga-
nization report, but if any supplies are needed, they
must be purchased.

5.1.8 New members of a reorganized Grange shall
be obligated and instructed in the same manner as
at the organization of a new Junior Grange.

5.1.9 The minimum number for reorganizing a Ju-
nior Grange is 13; except that the Master of the
State Grange may, under unusual circumstances,
authorize the reorganization of a Junior Grange
with not less than seven members of whom there
shall be not less than two of either sex.

5.1.10 Junior Granges which have failed to pay
dues for six or more quarters are considered inac-
tive Granges.

5.1.11 Charters shall be issued by the National
Grange and signed by the Master and Secretary of
the State Grange having jurisdiction.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND LEADERS OF
JUNIOR GRANGES

5.2.1 The Junior Leader of a Junior Grange shall
have the authority to select an assistant.

5.2.2 The Junior Leader has responsibility for the
general supervision of a Junior Grange, assisting the
offcers and caring for the welfare and comfort of
the members; and shall be responsible for the for-
warding of the annual report and the required annual
dues by the Secretary of the Junior Grange to the
Secretary of the State Grange having jurisdiction.



Chapter 6: Code of the Subordinate Grange

6.1.10 The existence of a Subordinate Grange com-
mences at the date of issuance of the Charter.

6.1.11 A Subordinate Grange can not change its
number after its Charter has been issued.

6.1.12 A Subordinate Grange desiring a change of
name shall proceed as follows:

First - By the selection of a name, which shall be
proposed at a regular meeting and be approved by a
two-thirds vote of the members present and voting
at two consecutive subsequent meetings.

Second - After such proposition and approval the
name so chosen shall be reported to the Master of
the State Grange having jurisdiction, together with
transcripts of records relating to action thereon, and
when the name so chosen is approved, the Master
of the State Grange shall report the same, together
with the former name and number of the said Sub-
ordinate Grange, to the Secretary of the National
Grange, who shall then enter the name chosen as
the name of the Subordinate Grange; and such re-
port shall also be made to the Secretary of the State
Grange, and like action shall be taken; whereupon
said change of name shall be effected, and the Sub-
ordinate Grange shall henceforth be known by its
new name.

6.1.13 Whenever thirteen or more members of an
inactive Subordinate Grange meet, organize, elect
a full set of offcers and report the same to the
Secretary and Master of the State Grange having
jurisdiction, such Grange shall be returned to an
active status, provided, however, that the members
in reorganization pay the annual dues applicable to
such Subordinate Grange for the current and prior
year. All other members of said inactive Grange
who apply to affliate subsequently may be re-
ceived by a majority vote of said Grange, provided
such members pay the dues required of reorganiz-
ing members.

6.1.14 All references to the Subordinate Grange
may be referred to as Community Grange.

CHARTER

6.2.1 When a Subordinate Grange has moved its
place of meeting, the Secretary of the National
Grange, upon application through the State Grange,
shall issue a Charter to correspond with the chang-
es made.

6.2.2 The Charter of a Subordinate Grange shall
not be surrendered if 13 members of said Grange
vote to retain the Charter and continue to operate
the Grange.

6.2.3 When a Charter has been suspended or re-
voked, application for its restoration must be made
through the Secretary of the State Grange to the
Secretary of the National Grange.

6.2.4 Whenever the membership of a Subordinate
Grange declines to fewer than 13 members, its
Charter shall be suspended or revoked pursuant to
Article V of the By-Laws of the National Grange.

6.2.5 Before a vote can be taken upon a question of
surrender of Charter, or change of place of meet-
ing, by a Subordinate Grange, notice must be given
at a previous regular meeting and to each member
of the Grange and lie over for action at the next
regular meeting. Before a Subordinate Grange can
legally surrender its Charter, or before it can be
dropped, the State Grange Master must be notifed,
and suffcient time be given to restore said Grange
to a working condition.

6.2.6 A Subordinate Grange owning property of
value may not surrender its Charter until its current
fnancial obligations have been satisfed. Howev-
er, in no event shall the assets of any Grange be
divided among the members of the Grange pro-rata
or otherwise.

6.2.7 When its Charter is surrendered. suspended,
or revoked, all books, jewels, regalia, and seal of
the Subordinate Grange revert to the State Grange
having jurisdiction to be placed in a pool for the
use of that Grange upon reorganization or used by
another Grange as needed.
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Chapter 7
CODE OF THE POMONA GRANGE

PREAMBLE

7.0.0 It will be seen that the organization of Pomo-
na Granges is intended and designed to “strengthen
and aid” the Subordinate Granges. While the beau-
tiful and instructive lessons of this Degree cannot
fail to broaden the understanding and cultivate the
moral and intellectual nature of all who receive
it, at the same time the knowledge and culture
there gained should be used by every member of
the Degree of Pomona to strengthen and advance
the interest of the Subordinate Granges. Pomona
Granges are also required to take special charge of
the business interests of the Order in their several
districts. These interests are of vast importance and
daily growing in magnitude, requiring the best wis-
dom of those to whom they are entrusted.

7.0.1 There must be at least two (2) Subordinate
Granges to organize a Pomona Grange. If the num-
ber of Subordinate Granges included in the juris-
diction of a Pomona Grange falls below two (2),
then the State Grange shall readjust the jurisdiction
or a new Subordinate Grange should be organized
to maintain at least two (2) Subordinate Granges.

ORGANIZATION

7.1.1 Upon application being received setting
forth:

(A) That the good of the Order requires the organiza-
tion of a Pomona Grange in the county or district;

(B) That a suitable room will be provided, with the
necessary paraphernalia for the convenience and
work in such degree, and the Master of the State
Grange, having jurisdiction, agrees that the pro-
posed organization of a Pomona Grange will serve
the good of the Order, such State Granges will pro-
vide for the organization and instruction of the Po-
mona Grange in accordance with the Ritual of the
Fifth Degree, adopted by the National Grange.

7.1.2 The geographic area and the Subordinate
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Granges, included in the jurisdiction of a Pomona
Grange, shall be Txed by the State Grange having
jurisdiction or the Master of the National Grange if
not within the jurisdiction of a State Grange. The
State Grange shall have authority to readjust such
jurisdiction from time to time.

7.1.3 On the reception of the certifcate of the off-
cer or deputy perfecting the organization, that such
Grange is organized, a Charter shall issue in due
form. The deputy or other offcer, before complet-
ing the organization, shall see that the room pro-
vided is in proper order and suitably arranged that
the offcers are duly elected and installed, and that
the membership fees are paid to the Treasurer of the
new organization. It shall be his/her duty to instruct
all offcers in their several duties in the work of the
Degree, and he/she shall be entitled to receive a
reasonable compensation for such service.

MEMBERSHIP

7.2.1 Persons applying for membership in Pomona
Granges shall do so in the form prescribed by the
State Grange.

7.2.2 It shall be lawful to admit candidates to Pomo-
na Granges under such rules and regulations as the
State Grange shall prescribe not conficting with the
Constitution of the Order, the Articles of Incorpora-
tion, By-Laws and Laws of the National Grange.

7.2.3 Any Fourth Degree member in good stand-
ing, on Fling an application in due form, shall on
being duly elected by majority vote, be entitled to
the Degree of Pomona, and membership in the Po-
mona Grange. (See also 4.6.6(E))

7.2.4 A member may hold a Subordinate Grange
membership in one state and a Pomona Grange mem-
bership in another state upon securing surrender of
jurisdiction as provided in section 7.2.1 above.

7.2.5 A member of a Pomona Grange may change



Chapter 7: Code of the Pomona Grange

membership from a Subordinate Grange in one
state to a Subordinate Grange in another state with-
out losing membership in said Pomona Grange.

APPLICATION FEES

7.3.1 When a member receives the Fifth Degree
from a State Grange, such State Grange shall de-
termine who collects the application fee.

DUES

7.4.1 The Pomona Annual Word cannot be communi-
cated to a Pomona Grange member until such mem-
ber’s dues are paid for the current calendar year.

7.4.2 A State Grange may provide within any Po-
mona jurisdiction that additional dues may be col-
lected from Subordinate Grange members in lieu
of Pomona dues, and that a portion of such Sub-
ordinate Grange dues may be paid directly to the
Pomona Grange or to the State Grange for repay-
ment, in whole or in part, to the Pomona Grange as
may be provided for in the By-Laws of the State
Grange. The State Grange may pay such propor-
tion of the dues so received to the Pomona Grange,
as it provides in its By-Laws.

DEMITS

7.5.1 A Demit shall remain in force for six months
from the date of issue, and shall show the date to
which dues have been paid. Members having such
cards may be admitted to membership in another
Pomona Grange, but shall be subject to the same
form of petition and ballot as those frst applying
for membership.

MEETINGS

7.6.1 Pomona Granges shall meet at least once in
three months, and may hold intermediate meetings as
may be deemed necessary for the good of the Order.

7.6.2 Pomona Granges must open in the Fifth Degree
and may later work in the Fourth Degree, however,
only Pomona members may vote. Pomona Granges
have authority to confer the Fifth Degree.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

7.7.1 Secretaries of Pomona Granges shall main-
tain a list of current members of their Grange.

7.7.2 State Granges shall require the Secretary of
each Pomona Grange in its jurisdiction to report, at
least annually, such membership information and
other Pomona Grange activity as prescribed by the
State Grange.

7.7.3 When an offcer, except the Master, fails to
fll his offce for four (4) consecutive meetings,
without a good and suffcient reason, the Grange
may then, by a majority vote of the members pres-
ent, declare the offce vacant. The offce thus va-
cated may be then be flled by election at the next
regular meeting.

RESPONSIBILITIES

7.8.1 Pomona Granges shall report as requested by
the State Grange having jurisdiction on such matters
as agricultural production and marketing, agribusi-
ness and other industries in the rural communities;
county and state legislative issues; Grange sponsored
services; and Grange sponsored programs designed
to assist with the social, educational, legislative and
internal affairs of the Pomona Grange. Such reports
must be made promptly and certifed by the Master
and Secretary of the Pomona Grange.

7.8.2 All members of Pomona Granges shall be on
the alert to aid the Subordinate Granges in their ju-
risdiction and shall be prompt in communicating to
them all matters affecting the interests of the Order.
Pomona members shall plan to attend all meetings
of their Subordinate Granges with punctuality and,
by their example, infuence and encourage the
membership to promote and participate in activi-
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Chapter 8: Code of the State Grange

number of regular, family, affliate, and associate
members carried on the rolls at the end of the last
quarter.

8.5.3 The State Grange having jurisdiction over As-
sociate Members shall report the number of such
members and forward their quarterly dues to the Na-
tional Grange. A dues notice shall be sent to all As-
sociate Members each year by the Secretary of the
Grange (Subordinate, Pomona and State Grange) as
provided for by the By-Laws of the State Grange.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

8.6.1 Each State Grange shall pay to the National
Grange the following annual membership dues:

(A) Members receiving their Golden Sheaf Award
prior to January 1, 2001 need not pay dues to the
National Grange.

(B) Subordinate Grange annual dues of ten dollars
($10.00) per member of which two dollars and Ffty
cents ($2.50) is to be paid quarterly, or twenty dollars
($20.00) annually per family of which fve dollars
($5.00) is to be paid quarterly beginning January 1,
2008; beginning on January 1, 2010 the annual dues
for an individual shall be twelve dollars ($12.00) of
which three dollars ($3.00) shall be paid quarterly, or
twenty four dollars ($24.00) annually for a family, of
which six dollars ($6.00) shall be paid quarterly.

(C) Associate Members annual dues of $10.00
per member of which two dollars and ffty cents
($2.50) is to be paid quarterly.

8.6.2 The Treasurer of a State Grange shall pay to
the Secretary of each Pomona Grange within such
State the dues as provided for by the By-Laws of
said State Grange.

QUARTERLY REPORTS

8.7.1 Quarters Defned - The four quarters of the
year shall close on March 31st, June 30th, Septem-

ber 30th and December 31st.

8.7.2 Quarterly Reports - Quarterly Reports are
due and shall be delinquent 60 days after the close
of the quarter.

8.7.3 Delinquent Reports - Shall be subject to a pen-
alty of 1/2 of 1%, per month or fraction of a month.

SUBORDINATE AND POMONA GRANGES

8.8.1 Each State Grange is authorized to fx the rel-
ative distances of Subordinate Granges from each
other, and to establish the jurisdiction of Subordi-
nate Granges as provided for in said State Grange
By-Laws.

8.8.2 Each State Grange may adopt By-Laws and
Laws for the organization, administration and reg-
ulation of Pomona Granges, under its jurisdiction,
provided such By-Laws and Laws conform to the
Constitution of the Order, the Articles of Incorpo-
ration, By-Laws, and Grange Laws as adopted by
the National Grange.

8.8.3 The Master of a Subordinate or Pomona
Grange is answerable to the Master of the State
Grange having jurisdiction.

8.8.4 No resident of a State with a State Grange
may become an Associate member in a non-contigu-
ous State without the written permission of the State
Master of the State in which the person resides.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NATIONAL GRANGE

8.9.1 A State Grange to be entitled to its representa-
tion in the National Grange, must have six or more
Subordinate Granges in good standing as shown by
its last quarterly dues report to the Secretary of the
National Grange and must transmit its dues for the
quarter ending June 30th so as to be received by the
Secretary of the National Grange by August 31 of
each year.
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Chapter 8: Code of the State Grange

8.9.2 If the Master of the National Grange excuses
the Master of a State Grange from attending the
Annual Meeting because of serious illness or death
in the immediate family or employment related ob-
ligations, then the Executive Committee of such
State Grange shall appoint in the Master’s place the
Overseer of that State Grange, past State Master, or
some other State Grange Offcer who will become
the accredited representative of that State Grange
at such meeting, with all the powers and privileges
appertaining to the delegates.

RESPONSIBILITY OF MAILING LISTS

8.10.1 Secretaries of State Granges shall be re-
quired to send updated mailing lists on an annual
basis to the National Grange on or before June 30th
each year.
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Chapter 12: Code of Judicial Law

By-Laws and laws of the National Grange and the By-
Laws of the other Granges of the divisions of the Order.
A complaint must be Fled no later than three years after
the date of the alleged violation.

12.2.2 The Complaint shall be stated in concise lan-
guage, identifying by specifc reference to the cor-
responding number or letter designation of the Chap-
ter, Section, and or Paragraph allegedly violated. The
Complaint shall also contain a statement of facts
relating to each charge made. In administering the
Complaint, the member bringing the charge shall be
called Complainant and the member against whom
the charge is brought shall be called Respondent.

12.2.3 The Master of the level where the complaint
is Fled shall have the authority to offer mediation
to the complainant and respondent or make a ruling
on the laws of the Order to remedy the complaint.
If either the complainant or respondents fnds that
mediation or ruling by the Master fails to solve the
issue, the provisions as set forth in sections 12.2.16
through 12.2.33 will be placed into effect.

STATE PROCEDURES

12.2.4 Upon receipt of a Complaint, the State Mas-
ter shall appoint a three (3) person Arbitration Panel
within 30 days of receipt of the Complaint, naming
one member as Chairperson. A copy of the com-
plaint shall be forwarded to the respondent by the
chair of the Arbitration Panel at least 15 days prior
to a meeting of the Panel.

12.2.5 The Arbitration Panel shall review the Com-
plaint within 30 days of appointment, and may allow
comment from Respondent and from Complainant.
Thereafter, the Arbitration Panel shall take reasonable
steps to resolve the issues between the parties. If the
issues are resolved, then Complainant shall withdraw
the Complaint and the State Master shall be so ad-
vised. If the issues cannot be resolved and the Arbi-
tration Panel by majority vote determines that a charge
does not merit trial, then the State Master shall be so
advised, and the State Master shall dismiss the Com-
plaint asto that charge. If the issues cannot be resolved
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and the Arbitration Panel by majority vote determines
that a charge should be heard by a Trial Court, then the
State Master shall be so advised and the State Master
shall appoint a Trial Court. The decision of the Arbi-
tration Panel shall be fnal as to whether any charge is,
or is not dismissed or referred for trial.

12.2.6 The members of the Arbitration Panel and
the Trial Court should, if possible, be comprised
of members not belonging to the Subordinate or
Pomona Granges where either Complainant or Re-
spondent are members. No member of the Arbitra-
tion Panel may be a member of the Trial Court.

12.2.7 If a Complaint is referred by an Arbitra-
tion Panel to the State Master for delivery to a Trial
Court, the State Master shall appoint a Trial Court
composed of three (3) members within 30 days of
referral, naming one member as Chairperson.

12.2.8 As part of the process of appointing a Trial Court
each Master shall, with the advice and consent of the
Executive Committee of said State Grange, make a de-
termination as to the costs of a trial which may be as-
sessed to the parties in controversy. These costs may in-
clude, but are not limited to: courtroom rental, expenses
of members of the Trial Court, witnesses and public ste-
nographers. The Trial Court, in its sole discretion shall
assess the costs of trial to the parties in controversy.
Further, the Trial Court in its sole discretion, may re-
quire the parties in controversy to deposit with the State
Master, funds in an estimated amount suffcient to pay
the determined costs. If Complainant shall fail to make
the deposit as required, the Trial Court shall dismiss the
Complaint. If Respondent shall fail to make the depos-
it required, the Trial Court may deny Respondent the
privilege of presenting evidence at the trial.

12.2.9 Once the Complaint has been referred to the
Trial Court, the Trial Court shall transmit to Re-
spondent a complete copy of the Complaint and its
attachments, the names of the members of the Trial
Court, and a copy of this section of the DIGEST.
Respondent shall have twenty (20) days in which
to answer the Complaint in writing; a copy of the
Answer shall be delivered to the Chairperson of the
Trial Court and to Complainant.
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12.2.10 The Trial Court shall set the time and place
of hearing at which all testimony shall be taken under
oath. The Trial Court shall keep a full and accurate
record of the proceedings. The hearing shall proceed
in the normal courtroom manner of question and an-
swer with frst Complainant and then Respondent
presenting evidence. The Chairperson of the Trial
Court shall rule on the admissibility of evidence.

12.2.11 In case of default by Respondent in failing
to timely answer the Complaint and/or in failing to
appear at the hearing, the Trial Court may proceed,
without Respondent, to accept the evidence as pre-
sented by Complainant.

12.2.12 After hearing the evidence and arguments
of Complainant and Respondent (if not in Default),
the Trial Court by a majority vote shall render a de-
cision of guilty or not guilty as to each charge. In
instances where the Complaint contains more than
one charge, the Trial Court shall make a separate
fnding of guilty or not guilty on each charge.

12.2.13

(A) If the Trial Court makes a fnding of guilty,
then, as to each such fnding, it may in addition to
assessing costs against Respondent:

(1) Reprimand Respondent and the reprimand
shall be read in the Grange in which the Com-
plaint originated and in the Grange of Respon-
dent at its next regular meeting and made a part
of the minutes of that meeting; or

(2) Suspend for a specifed period, Respondent’s
membership in the various Granges of the Order
to which Respondent is a member. During said
suspension Respondent shall not be permitted to
attend any meetings, regular or special, of any
Grange and shall not be permitted to participate
in any Grange function; or

(3) In lieu of and/or in addition to the punishment
available under paragraphs (1) or (2) above, re-
move Respondent from some or all offces held
in any division of the Grange for the remainder
of the Respondent’s term of offce and prohib-
it them from holding that or any offce in the
Grange for a specifc period; or

(4) Terminate Respondent’s membership in all
Granges. In the event of termination, Respon-
dent shall not be permitted to re-apply for Grange
membership without securing the written per-
mission of the State Master, then in offce, hav-
ing jurisdiction over the reapplying terminated
member; and

(5) The Trial Court shall determine the form and
distribution of notice to be given in instances of
suspension or termination.

(B) If the Trial Court makes a fnding of not guilty,
then the costs shall be assessed against the Com-
plainant. For a fnding of guilty, the costs shall be as-
sessed against the Respondent. In cases of multiple
charges where the fndings include both guilty and
not guilty rulings, the Trial Court shall assess both
the Respondent and the Complainant.

12.2.14

(A) The Respondent or Complainant may, within
ffteen (15) days appeal the fnding to the State Mas-
ter, who in conjunction with the Executive Com-
mittee of the State Grange shall constitute a State
Review Board for a review of the record, fndings,
and punishments set by the Trial Court. In the event
of a member of the State Board is charged, or has
been involved in the case beyond making rulings
or performing their prescribed duties, the member
will be disqualifed from serving in this capacity.
If the Board determines there was a procedural er-
ror or that the trial court erred in its fnding or that
the punishment is not equitable in its relation to the
charge(s), then the Board may appoint a new Trial
Court for a retrial in full form, on any or all charges
or the Board may modify the punishment.

(B) The Respondent or Complainant may, within
ffteen (15) days of the fnal State Review Board
ruling appeal the fndings of the State Review
Board to the National Master for a review of the
record, fndings, and punishments set by the Trial
Court. The National Master may review the record,
fndings and punishment set by the State Master and
Trial Court. If the National Master determines that
there was a procedural error or that the punishment
was not equitable in relation to the charge(s), the
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National Master may modify the guilty ruling and/
or the punishment. The decision of the National
Master shall be fnal.

12.2.15 In no event shall the guilty fnding or pun-
ishment be reported until Respondent has exhausted
the appeal process. No member shall be deprived
of any Grange membership until the appeal process
has been exhausted.

PROCEDURESAS TO NATIONAL DELEGATE,
OFFICER OF NATIONAL GRANGE, AND
OFFICER OF ASSEMBLY OF DEMETER

12.2.16 When a Complaint is brought against a Del-
egate of the National Grange or an Offcer of the
National Grange, other than the Master or an Off-
cer of the Assembly of Demeter, it shall be Fled with
the Master of the National Grange. Upon receipt of
the Complaint, the Master of the National Grange
shall appoint a three (3) person Arbitration Panel
within 30 days, naming one member as Chairper-
son. A copy of the Complaint shall be forwarded to
the Respondent by the chair of the Arbitration Panel
at least 15 days prior to a meeting of the Panel.

12.2.17 The Arbitration Panel shall review the
Complaint within 30 days and may allow comment
from Respondent and from Complainant. There-
after, the Arbitration Panel shall take reasonable
steps to resolve the issues between parties. If the
issues are resolved, then Complainant shall with-
draw the Compliant and the National Master shall
be so advised. If the issues cannot be resolved and
the Arbitration Panel by majority vote determines
that a charge does not merit trial, then the National
Master shall be so advised, and the National Master
shall dismiss the Complaint as to that charge. If the
issues cannot be resolved and the Arbitration Panel
by majority vote determines that a charge should
be heard by a Trial Court, then the National Master
shall be so advised and the National Master shall
appoint a Trial Court with 30 days of referral. The
decision of the Arbitration Panel shall be fnal as to
whether any charge is, or is not, dismissed or re-
ferred for trial.”
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12.2.18 The members of the Arbitration Panel and
the Trial Court shall be past voting Delegates of the
National Grange and shall be from a State(s) oth-
er than that of Complainant and Respondent. No
member of the Arbitration Panel may be a member
of the Trial Court.

12.2.19 If a Complaint is referred by an Arbitration
Panel to the National Master for delivery to a Tri-
al Court, the National Master shall appoint a Trial
Court composed of three (3) members, naming one
member as Chairperson. As part of the process of
appointing a Trial Court, the National Master shall
make a determination as to the costs of a trial which
may be assessed to the parties in controversy. These
costs may include, but are not limited to: courtroom
rental, expenses of members of the Trial Court, wit-
nesses and public stenographers. The Trial Court
in its sole discretion shall assess the costs of trial to
the parties in controversy. Further, the Trial Court
in its sole discretion, may require the parties in con-
troversy to deposit with the National Master, funds
in an estimated amount suffcient to pay the deter-
mined costs. If the Complainant shall fail to make
the deposit as required, the Trial Court shall dismiss
the Complaint. If the Respondent shall fail to make
the deposit required, the Trial Court may deny Re-
spondent the privilege of presenting evidence at the
trial.

12.2.20 Once the Complaint has been referred to
the Trial Court, the Trial Court shall transmit to Re-
spondent a complete copy of the Complaint and its
attachments, the names of the members of the Trial
Court, and a copy of this section of the DIGEST.
Respondent shall have twenty (20) days in which
to answer the Complaint in writing; a copy of the
Answer shall be delivered to the Chairperson of the
Trial Court and to Complainant.

12.2.21 The Trial Court shall set the time and place
of hearing at which all testimony shall be taken un-
der oath. The Trial Court shall keep a full and ac-
curate record of the proceedings. The hearing shall
proceed in the normal courtroom manner of ques-
tion and answer with frst Complainant and then
Respondent presenting evidence. The Chairperson
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of the Trial Court shall rule on the admissibility of
evidence.

12.2.22 After hearing the evidence and arguments
of Complainant and Respondent (if not in Default),
the Trial Court by a majority vote shall render a de-
cision of guilty or not guilty as to each charge. In
instances where the Complaint contains more than
one charge, the Trial Court shall make a separate
fnding of guilty or not guilty on each charge.

12.2.23

(A) If the Trial Court makes a fnding of guilty,

then, as to each such fnding, it may in addition to

assessing costs against Respondent:
(1) Reprimand Respondent and the reprimand
shall be read in the Grange in which the Com-
plaint originated and in the Grange of Respon-
dent at its next regular meeting and made a part
of the minutes of that meeting; or
(2) Suspend for a specifed period Respondent’s
membership in the various Granges of the Order
to which Respondent is a member. During said
suspension Respondent shall not be permitted to
attend any meetings, regular or special, of any
Grange and shall not be permitted to participate
in any Grange function; or
(3) In lieu of and/or in addition to the punishment
available under paragraphs (1) or (2) above, re-
move Respondent from some or all offces held
in any division of the Grange for the remainder
of the Respondent’s term of offce and prohib-
it them from holding that or any offce in the
Grange for a specifc period; or
(4) Terminate Respondent’s membership in all
Granges. In the event of termination, Respon-
dent shall not be permitted to re-apply for Grange
membership without securing the written per-
mission of the State Master, then in offce, hav-
ing jurisdiction over the reapplying terminated
member; and
(5) The Trial Court shall determine the form and
distribution of notice to be given in instances of
suspension or termination.

(B) If the Trial Court makes a fnding of not guilty, then
the costs may be assessed against the Complainant.

12.2.24 Once the Trial Court declares a ruling, the
Respondent or Complainant may, within ffteen
(15) days appeal the decision to the National Mas-
ter, who in conjunction with the Executive Com-
mittee of the National Grange shall constitute a
National Review Board for a review of the record,
fndings and punishment set by the Trial Court. In
the event a member of the National Review Board
is charged, or has been involved in the case beyond
making rulings and performing their prescribed du-
ties, the member will be disqualifed from serving
in this capacity. If the Board determines there was
procedural error or that the Trial Court erred in its
ruling or that the punishment is not equitable in its
relation to the charge(s), then the Board may modi-
fy the punishment and permit Respondent to accept
the modifed punishment. The decision of this Na-
tional Review Board shall be fnal.

PROCEDURES AS TO NATIONAL MASTER

12.2.25 In the event the National Maser is charged
in a Complaint, the Complaint shall be fled with
the High Priest of Demeter. Upon receipt of the
Complaint, the High Priest of Demeter shall ap-
point a three (3) person Arbitration Panel within 30
days of receipt of Complaint, naming one member
as Chairperson. A copy of the Complaint shall be
forwarded to the Respondent by the chair of the Ar-
bitration Panel at least 15 days prior to a meeting of
the Panel.

12.2.26 The Arbitration Panel shall review the Com-
plaint and may allow comment from Respondent
and from Complainant. Thereafter the Arbitration
Panel shall take reasonable steps to resolve the is-
sues between the parties. If the issues are resolved,
then Complainant shall withdraw the Complaint
and the High Priest of Demeter shall be so advised.
If the issues cannot be resolved and the Arbitration
Panel by majority vote determines that a charge
does not merit trial, then the High Priest of Demeter
shall be so advised, and the High Priest of Demeter
shall dismiss the Complaint as to that charge. If the
issues cannot be resolved and the Arbitration Panel
by majority vote determines that a charge should
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be heard by a Trial Court, then the High Priest of
Demeter shall be so advised and the High Priest of
Demeter shall appoint a Trial Court within 30 days
of referral. The decision of the Arbitration Panel
shall be fnal as to whether any charge is, or is not,
dismissed or referred for trial.

12.2.27 The members of the Arbitration Panel and
the Trial Court shall be past voting Delegates of the
National Grange and shall be from a State(s) oth-
er than that of Complainant and Respondent. No
member of the Arbitration Panel may be a member
of the Trial Court.

12.2.28 If a Complaint is referred by an Arbitration
Panel to the High Priest of Demeter for delivery to
a Trial Court, the High Priest of Demeter shall ap-
point a Trial Court composed of three (3) members
within 30 days of referral, naming one member as
Chairperson. As part of the process of appointing a
Trial Court, the High Priest of Demeter shall make
a determination as to the costs of a trial which may
be assessed to the parties in controversy. These
costs may include but are not limited to courtroom
rental, expenses of members of the Trial Court, wit-
nesses and public stenographers. The Trial Court
in its sole discretion shall assess the costs of trial to
the parties in controversy. Further the Trial Court
in its sole discretion may require the parties in con-
troversy to deposit with the High Priest of Demeter,
funds in an estimated amount suffcient to pay the
determined costs. If the Complainant shall fail to
make the deposit as required, the Trial Court shall
dismiss the Complaint. If the Respondent shall fail
to make the deposit required, the Trial Court may
deny Respondent the privilege of presenting evi-
dence at the trial.

12.2.29 Once the Complaint has been referred to
the Trial Court, the Trial Court shall transmit to Re-
spondent a complete copy of the Complaint and its
attachments, the names of the members of the Trial
Court, and a copy of this section of the DIGEST.
Respondent shall have twenty (20) days in which
to answer the Complaint in writing; a copy of the
Answer shall be delivered to the Chairperson of the
Trial Court and to Complainant.
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12.2.30 The Trial Court shall set the time and place
of hearing at which all testimony shall be taken un-
der oath. The Trial Court shall keep a full and ac-
curate record of the proceedings. The hearing shall
proceed in the normal courtroom manner of ques-
tion and answer with frst Complainant and then
Respondent presenting evidence. The Chairperson
of the Trial Court shall rule on the admissibility of
evidence.

12.2.31 After hearing the evidence and arguments
of Complainant and Respondent (if not in Default),
the Trial Court by a majority vote shall render a de-
cision of guilty or not guilty as to each charge. In
instances where the Complaint contains more than
one charge, the Trial Court shall make a separate
fnding of guilty or not guilty on each charge.

12.2.32

(A) If the Trial Court makes a fnding of guilty,
then, as to each such fnding, it may in addition to
assessing costs against Respondent:

(1) Reprimand Respondent and the reprimand
shall be read in the Grange in which the Com-
plaint originated and in the Grange of Respon-
dent at its next regular meeting and made a part
of the minutes of that meeting; or

(2) Suspend for a specifed period Respondent’s
membership in the various Granges of the Order
to which Respondent is a member. During said
suspension Respondent shall not be permitted to
attend any meetings, regular or special, of any
Grange and shall not be permitted to participate
in any Grange function; or

(3) In lieu of and/or in addition to the punishment
available under paragraphs (1) or (2) above, re-
move Respondent from some or all offces held
in any division of the Grange for the remainder
of the Respondent’s term of offce and prohibit
from holding that or any offce in the Grange for
a specifc period; or

(4) Terminate Respondent’s membership in all
Granges. In the event of termination, Respon-
dent shall not be permitted to re-apply for Grange
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